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certainly, and those of America almost certainly, are derived
from Asia, and the dogs of Europe and Negro Africa are
probably derived from Asia or Egypt. 'The facts warrant
the conclusion*, says Wissler (Man and Culture, p. 111)3 *that
the co-partnership of man and dog began in the heart of the
Asiatic continent and was carried to the very ends of the
earth by the expansion of the human race.3 It is, of course,
uncertain whether the original homeland of mankind was in
the heart of Asia or elsewhere, so that we cannot be sure
whether the domestic dog accompanied or followed man to
the ends of the earth. Anyhow there seems to be no doubt
that the statement of Wells and Huxley (Science of Lifes
p. 229) that 'the habit of domesticating dogs is ancient and
widespread*, is fallacious, and that the domestic dog, wherever
found, is derived from a single source.
With the domestic cat we are on surer ground. The wild
cat, a near relative of the domestic cat, is found over a large
part of Europe, including the British Isles, but it has never
been tamed. Nor have many similar species found in other
parts of the world. The ancestor of the domestic cat is a
wild variety from North Africa, which was tamed in Egypt,
and diffused thence to Asia and, much later, to Europe.
Elsewhere it seems to have been unknown before the Age
of Discovery.
Now to the cow:
'The important religious significance of cattle in early
Babylonia*, says Forde (Habitat, Economy and Society.,
p. 457), led Hahn to claim that their domestication began
entirely for ritual purposes. While there can be no proof
of this, since domestic cattle long preceded written records,
it is important to realize that until an animal was already
domesticated and available in considerable numbers it
would be almost impossible to conceive of such secondary
economic uses for it as providing milk or drawing ploughs.

